Letters to The Times

Help for Czechs Needed

Refugees in France Are Described as
Being in Dire Straits

To THE EpITor OF THE NEW YoRK-TIMES!

In our deep sympathy and concern for
the French and English who are brave-
ly fighting for the values and very ex-
istence of free peoples, let us not forget
those whose nation was cne of the first
to feel the Nazi onslaught—the Czecho-
Slovakians. Over 50,000 Czech refugees
are in France, and 15,000 of the little
Czech Army are fighting with the Allied
forces. The Czechs have no national
treasury behind them. The French Gov-
ernment is treating them like their own
soldiers, and soldiers’ families, but the
needs of these people have been swal-
lowed in the vast aggregation of need
which has 1olled up in the last six
months.

As a citizen of Czecho-Slovakia. during
the first years of my exile from Ger-
many, when Czecho-Slovakia extended
to me as to many other Germans the
freedom and citizenship of its democ-
racy, I know what a special debt Europe
owes to that country. As a resident of
America I know what deep ties of broth-
erhood and faith in democracy bind
these two countries,

I therefore wish to remind American
citizens of the needs and dire distress
of Czecho-Slovakians today and to ask
their generous help. The Red Cross is
helping,; so, too, are the Y. M, C. A,
and other organizations, There is one
group in this country which has ren-
dered special services to the Czechs—
the Unitarians. Last year, with the
Friends, they formed a Comimission for
Service in Czecho-Slovakia, raised g
fund and sent two commissioners to
Czecho-Slovakia who worked there from
February until August. They were en-
trusted with the funds of the American
Committee for Relief in Czecho-Slovakia
as well.

With courage and American practical-
ity they supported rest homes and or-
phanages, built homes for refugees, set
up and ran an emigration office, helped
get Czechs out of prison, huilt up morale
and hope, and cooperated with dozens of
Czech welfare organizations.

Now, the new Unitarian Service Com-
mittee, on the basis of concrete in-
formation gathered by thirteen weeks
of investigation in Eureope. and out of
humanitarian sympathy for a gallant
people who can at this time be helped
only outside of their country, is sending
their two experienced commmissioners to
France to take care of Czech refugees.
They will work in cooperation
other organizations, but make it their
special responsibility to do personal
work—in tracing families, taking care
of health problems, starting education
and recreation projects—all those things
which not only keep people alive, but
also help them to live,

Here is a definite and worthy way in
which Americans can help—not to save
the world, but to help save some of its
free people. In these days the Allies
need every hit of such personal service
and aid as we can give. I know Ameri-
cans will not fail to share the oppor-
tunity, THOMAS MANN,

Princeton, N. J., June 11, 1940,

A Navy Seen Ready at Hand

To THE EpiTor or THE New York TIMES:

We must prevent the French Navy
from falling into Germany’s possession.
How can this be accomplished?

A simple scheme, not yet considered
io this writer's knowledge, is for the
United States to purchase the French
Navy bpefore the actual armistice or
peace ncgotiations begin., We need a
larger Navy in proportion to the grow-
ing strength of Germany: and every ves-

~sel we keep from falling into German

hands increases our own strengih and
decreasss that of the Nazis. At all cost
we cannol afford to have the French
Navy fall under German control and

. hence become a threat to us in time to

come.

By purchasing the French Navy we
help the French, strengthen ourselves,
and weaken Germany relatively. But
we must act without delay before un-
conditional surrender occurs or ar-
mistice negotiations are concluded.

The amount and terms of payment are
minor matters. Having been agreed
upon, however, the credits so estab-
lished could be used in this country for
the purchase of food, clothing, etec. to
support the French people over the com-
ing Winer and to begin the rehabilita-
tion of France's devastated areas,.

NoRMAN S. BUCHANAN.

Hempslead, N. Y., June 17, 1940.

FPreparedness Essential

To THE EpiTorR OF THE NEW York Tines:
Whatever we may think of Hitler, we
must admit that his accomplishment

- since May 10 will go down as one of the

great events in military history. It was

all due to one thing—preparedness,.

Twenty-five years ago I was a young
lawyer in the office of one of the offi-
cers and directors of the Military Camps
Association. I took a great interest in
that organization and was convinced of
the necessity of preparedness and com-
pulsory military training. I swore in
hundreds of applicants for Plattsburg.

Today I have two sons of military age
and I am all the more convinced that
we need preparedness and compulsory
military training. Preparation is re-
quired in all phases of human conduct,
not alone in military affairs.
Parsons, Nestor of the American Bar,
under whom I worked early in my law
career, repeatedly said “Verdicts and de-
cisions are won in the office and not
in the court room.” He meant that
thorough preparation would result in ul-
timate victory. Louis A, STONE.

New York, June 15, 1940,

Choice Open to Us

To THE EpITOR oF THE NEW YorK TIMES:

Since not a day passes without con-
fusion about the terms ‘‘dictator’” and
“tyrant,”” may I attempt definition?
Although it is of little importance that
the word ‘‘dictator” js of Latin origin
and ‘'tyrant’ of Greek, their respective
meanings are matters for which nations
and peoples have perished.

A tyrant is one who, like Hitler, Mus-
solini or Stalin, has seized absolute au-
thority for life, with responsibility to
no one. A dictator, however, is ona to
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whom, like Chamberlain, absolute A-
thority has been accorded within defi-
nite time limits, revocable at will hy
and aboslutely responsible to the eclec-
torate,

Since force can be overcome only hy
superior force, and since superior forcs
can be organized only by authority, the
option now confronting the American
nation is whether they prefer a tempo-
rary domestic dictator or a permanent
foreign tyrant, THOMAS MEANS.

Brunswick, Me., June 14, 1940.

Books Seem to Betray Him

Nazi Literature Viewed as Refuting
Hitler Disinterest in America

To THE EDITOR 0F THE NEW YORK TiMEs?

Thousands of misguided Americans
are deluding themselves with false
hopes in imagining that Germany has
no designs on the United States and
Canada. Anybody familiar with a cor-
tain type of Nazi literature knows that
Germany has very definite plans in re-
gard to both countries.

Permit me to draw the attention of
your readers to only a few of ihe
many *“‘tendentious” works published
in Hitler's Reich under the strict Nazi
censorship. Those mentioned in this
letter may be found in {he New York
Public Library and in scores of olher
well-equipped libraries throughout the
United States.

For the past several yvears Meyer's
Lexikon, in pre-Nazi days a reputahle
encyclopedia, has been in process of re-
vision in accordance with Hitler's view
of life. The eight volumes of the Nazi-
fied version which have appeared since
1936 throw a flood of light upon Ger-
many’'s intentions toward the rest of
the world.

In Volume 3, for instance, the article
headed ‘“‘Deutschtum im Ausland"
(German Nationality Abroad) devotes
a whole column to the United Siates
and Canada alone. In connection with
this article, one of the most revealing
illustrations (Plate VIII) shows a pa-
rade of determined-looking young Nazis
garbed in the uniform of Storm Troop-
ers and bearing swastika banners. The
caption reads: ‘'Auslandsdecutsche aus
Kanada marschieren zu einem groszoem
Treffen der Hitlerjugend in der Ost-
priegnitz.”” Translated, this means:
“Foreign Germans from Canada march
at a grand assembly of the Hitler Youth
in the Ostpriegnitz distriet (in Cer-

many).”

Too few Americans know about Colin

Ross, a German of Germans and a
Nazi of Nazis, despite the Scolch-
sounding name. His two most recent

hooks on the United States, as well as
his works on Canada, Mexico and South
America, should be of special interest
to all of us at this time. Nazi Germany’s
attitude toward the United States was
made clear four years ago in the very
title of Ross’'s principal work, “Unsecr
Amerika”—"Our (that is, Germany's)
America."” ALEXANDER IKKADISON.
New York. June 15, 1940.

Underground Arms Planis

To THE EpiTok oF THE NEW York TIMES:
Referring to Mr, Frost's excellent sug-

. gestion to have munitions of war manu-
- factured underground, would this not

dispel the necessity of Midwest concen-
tration for these plants and permit more
flexible distribution? The protection
would be adequate and the locations
could he shielded from overhead visibil-
ity. We should be ‘careful to arrive at
the distribution of these plants with the
utimost caution and good judgment.
CHARLES IPLATT.
New York, June 14, 1940,

Well, What?

Torue lSorror o ‘' NEw York TIME;:

Here is an  interesting  ohservation
made by an Italian member af a road
gang the day after Mussolini declared
wal:

“You gel a kid, raise him up, grow
him big, then somebody wanta coma
and shoot him off. What the hell!”

R. L. 8.

Hopewell, N, J., June 12, 1040.

Odoriferous Buses

To THE EpiTorR oF THE NEW YorK TIMES:

A. P. Keasbey, whose letter referred
to gas fumes and smoke created by the
buses traversing our streets, will be in-
terested in some correspondence which
I had with the Transit Commission last
Summer regarding this nuisance. At
that time the commission stated that
their investigator found some justifica-
tion in my complaint and had taken
steps to remedy the situation. Appars-
ently the remedy was not permanent.

Last night while riding home on one
of the old buses the conductor becama
so ill that he could not see to maksa
change. I asked him why he did not
register a complaint and he stated that
complaints were unavailing,

Perhaps if Mr. Keasbey and others
who realize the danger inherent in the
inhalation of these obnoxious fumes
would address communications to the
Transit Commission, concerled effort
might get permanent results. In view
of the fact that some bus lines do not
offend to the same degree, it would ap-
pear that something can bhe dona
quickly, Many of the buses of ancient
vintage have been commandeered for
the Summer, but evidently nothing was
done to recondition them so as to alle-
viate the trouble, C. SACHS,

New York, June 15, 1940.

As to Macadam Pavement

To THE IEpiToR OF THE NEW YoRK 1'1MES:

A recent article In your paper anmoke
of the deterioration of the asphalt in
the macadam pavement on La Guardia
Field.

Macadam's invention, for which fhe
British Government over 125 years ago
gave him £10,000, was for a road surface
made by covering a layer of coarse
cracked stone with one of finer stone,
that the heavy iron ‘“‘tyres' of commer-
cial ""waggons’’ crushed finer and bound.
into an even surface. At the edge was
a U trough of heavy stone hlocks.

Telford improved it by adding a laver
of asphalt. But as soon as asphalt ap-
pears on a road it is no longer macadam,

Most macadam and Telford pavements
are too thin, and are laid on an insuffi-
ciently compacted dirt bed.

ROBERT GRIMSHAW,

Leonia, N. J., June 17, 1940,

Ehe New JJork Eimes

Copyright © The New York Times
Originally published June 18, 1940



